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Should Pope Pius XII have re-
mained silent during World ﬂ'iirr
I while six million Jews and
thousands of Christians wem!:.fa
their deaths? No other question
has so troubled moradlists in this
century. After reading through the
astonishing documentation on the
following pages, Eugéne Cardinal
Tisserant, dean of the Sacred Col-
lege. thanked the author and wrote,
“It is well that the whole truth be
known.” Printed here, hefore pub-
lication inthe U.S., are excerpts from
Pius XI1I and the Third Reich, histo-
rian Saul Friedlander’s study of Nazi
Germany-Holy See diplomacy. The
author uncovered most of the ma-
terial in German Foreign Office ar-
chives. Therestis from U.S., British,
French and Israeli sources. Fried-
lindercites available Vatican papers,
but he, like other outside historians,
was denied access to Vatican archives
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when he sought to compare Holy See

“accounts with Nazi claims about the

wartime role of the Papacy.

Because the authors of the docu-
ments are mostly Nazi diplomats,
their reliability is at least question-
able. To assess their dispatches
knowledgeably, Loox enlisted the
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help of the priest who knew Pius XII
better than any other in the Vatican
during the war years—his German-
born secretary and personal confi-
dant, Father Robert Leiber, S.J.
After studying Friedlinder’s work in
its earlier German and French edi-
tions, the 79-year-old priest, living in
retirement in Rome, agreed to dis-
cuss passages from the book in a
tape-recorded interview. His com-
ments, some as surprising as the
book itself, are included.

The edited documentation—with
Friedlander’s citations and Leiber’s
comments—begins on the next page
with the German account of the meet-
ing in the Vatican of Foreign Minister
Joachim von Ribbentrop and Pope
Pius XTI, which the Vatican has pre-
served complete on a voice recording.
Ribbentrop probably never knew he
had made it, and the Vatican has not
yet made any transcript of it public.
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