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Dear1Moffat:

- BEven at the risk of duplication from other
sources, may I transmit to you the following
information conoerning the new Pooe.

I knew Pacelli. in Berlin when he-was there
as Papal Nuncio. Wwo years ago when I was im .
Rome on e holiday, I'found the Sistine Chapel
closed on the only day I was free to see it.

I appealed to Pacelli, then Cardinal Secretary
of State for special permission to see the
Chapel. I got the permission but I did not
see the Chapel after all as the Cardinal de-~
tained me for three solid hours and we dis-
cussed the situation in Germeny.

‘His v1ews, while they are well-known,
surprised me by their extremeness. He said that
he opposed unalterably every compromise with
NMational Socialism. He regarded Hitler nobt only
as an untrustworthy scoundrel but as a fundamentally
wicked person. He did not believe that Hitler was
capable of moderation and in spite of appearances
would end up in the camp of the left-wing Nazi
extremists when he began his career. He told me
that he supported the German Catholic bishops in -
their anti-Nazl stand. The risk of losing a large
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