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Pope Benedict XVI Honors Gary 
Krupp of New York for Work 
With Pave the Way Foundation

 As a gesture of gratitude in recognition of his dedicated 
and tireless efforts on behalf of Catholic-Jewish and Vatican-
Israeli relations, His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has bestowed 
the rank of Knight Commander with a Silver Star of the 
Pontifical Equestrian Order of St. Gregory the Great upon Mr. 
Gary Krupp of New York. The conferral of the Silver Star marks 
the second time Krupp has been honored by the Supreme 
Pontiff, having been previously invested as a Knights 
Commander in the same order by the late Pope John Paul II. 
Gary and his wife Meredith founded Pave the Way Foundation, 
a nonprofit charity dedicated to the promotion of peace and 
understanding between religions through cultural, technological 
and education exchanges.

His Eminence Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Vatican Secretary of 
State, presented Mr. Krupp with the honor in Rome, following 
the presentation of the Bodmer Papyrus to Pope Benedict XVI, 
as a gift given to the Vatican Library through the initiative of 
Pave the Way Foundation. Also present for the conferral were 
His Eminence Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, Archivist of the Holy 
Roman Church, and His Excellency Bishop Raffaele Farina, 
SBD Prefect of the Vatican Library. 

Mr. Krupp holds the distinction of being the only Jewish man in 
history to be invested as a Knights Commander of St. Gregory 
with a Silver Star and to also be invested as an Officer Brother 
in the Order of St. John, an honor he received by consent of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth in 2005
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About Pave the Way Foundation: PTWF is dedicated to 
achieving peace by bridging the intellectual gap, promoting 
tolerance and understanding, by enhancing relations between 
religions through cultural, technological and intellectual 
gestures. The Foundation has a simple yet monumental vision: 
To enable all the world&#s religions to mutually realize that 
extremism, politics and personal agendas must not be allowed 
to poison the true benevolent message common to all faiths. 
Bigotry and hatred must be abolished by the faithful embracing 
their similarities and savoring their differences.
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