
  

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI 
AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SYMPOSIUM  

ORGANIZED BY THE "PAVE THE WAY FOUNDATION" 

Hall of the Swiss, Castel Gandolfo 
Thursday, 19 September 2008 

  

Dear Mr Krupp, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am happy to meet with you at the conclusion of the important symposium organized by the 
Pave the Way Foundation. I know that many eminent scholars have participated in this 
reflection on the numerous works of my beloved predecessor - the Servant of God Pope Pius 
XII - accomplished during the difficult period around the time of the second world war. I 
warmly welcome each of you especially Mr Gary Krupp, President of the Foundation, whom 
I thank for the kind words expressed on your behalf. I am grateful to him for informing me 
how your work has been undertaken during the symposium. You have analyzed without bias 
the events of history and concerned yourselves only with seeking the truth. I also greet those 
accompanying you on this visit, as well as your family members and loved ones at home.  

The focus of your study has been the person and the tireless pastoral and humanitarian work 
of Pius XII, Pastor Angelicus. Fifty years have passed since his pious death here at Castel 
Gandolfo early on the ninth of October 1958, after a debilitating disease. This anniversary 
provides an important opportunity to deepen our knowledge of him, to meditate on his rich 
teaching and to analyze thoroughly his activities. So much has been written and said of him 
during these last five decades and not all of the genuine facets of his diverse pastoral activity 
have been examined in a just light. The aim of your symposium has been precisely to address 
some of these deficiencies, conducting a careful and documented examination of many of his 
interventions, especially those in favour of the Jews who in those years were being targeted 
all over Europe, in accordance with the criminal plan of those who wanted to eliminate them 
from the face of the earth. When one draws close to this noble Pope, free from ideological 
prejudices, in addition to being struck by his lofty spiritual and human character one is also 
captivated by the example of his life and the extraordinary richness of his teaching. One can 
also come to appreciate the human wisdom and pastoral intensity which guided him in his 
long years of ministry, especially in providing organized assistance to the Jewish people.  

Thanks to the vast quantity of documented material which you have gathered, supported by 
many authoritative testimonies, your symposium offers to the public forum the possibility of 
knowing more fully what Pius XII achieved for the Jews persecuted by the Nazi and fascist 
regimes. One understands, then, that wherever possible he spared no effort in intervening in 
their favour either directly or through instructions given to other individuals or to institutions 
of the Catholic Church. In the proceedings of your convention you have also drawn attention 
to his many interventions, made secretly and silently, precisely because, given the concrete 
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situation of that difficult historical moment, only in this way was it possible to avoid the 
worst and save the greatest number of Jews. This courageous and paternal dedication was 
recognized and appreciated during and after the terrible world conflict by Jewish 
communities and individuals who showed their gratitude for what the Pope had done for 
them. One need only recall Pius XII’s meeting on the 29th of November 1945 with eighty 
delegates of German concentration camps who during a special Audience granted to them at 
the Vatican, wished to thank him personally for his generosity to them during the terrible 
period of Nazi-fascist persecution. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you for your visit and for the research you have undertaken. 
Thanks also to the Pave the Way Foundation for its ongoing activity in promoting 
relationships and dialogue between religions, as witnesses of peace, charity and 
reconciliation. It is my great hope that this year, which marks the fiftieth-anniversary of my 
venerated predecessor’s death, will provide the opportunity to promote in-depth studies of 
various aspects of his life and his works in order to come to know the historical truth, 
overcoming every remaining prejudice. With these sentiments I invoke upon you and the 
proceedings of your symposium an abundance of divine blessings.  
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA: CONSOLIDATING RECONCILIATION

VATICAN CITY, 18 SEP 2008 (VIS) - This morning in the Apostolic Palace of
Castelgandolfo, Benedict XVI received the Letters of Credence of Jasna
Krivosic-Prpic, the new ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the Holy
See.

Addressing the diplomat in English, the Pope recalled how Bosnia and
Herzegovina "contains a rich mix of cultures and precious patrimonies.
Tragically, however, cultural and ethnic differences throughout history have not
infrequently been a source of misunderstanding and friction, ... as each of the
three constitutive peoples that make up your country know only too well".

"No person wishes for war", he went on. "No civic or religious group should
ever resort to violence or oppression. Yet, so many families in your land have
been subjected to the suffering which results from these calamities. Listening to
the voice of reason, however, and prompted by the hope that we all desire for
ourselves and the generations which follow, every individual can find the
strength to overcome past divisions".

The Holy Father acknowledged "the progress being made to consolidate
gestures of reconciliation", and he encouraged the international community "to
continue its efforts to assist Bosnia and Herzegovina to this end. I trust that, in
accepting the facts of regional history and the grave lessons to be learnt from
recent years, the courage will be found to build a future with a healthy sense of
solidarity.

"A State's spirit is shaped at many levels", he added. "The family home is
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where children learn the essential values of responsibility and harmonious
coexistence. It is here too that prejudices are either born or broken. Every
parent therefore has the grave duty to instil in their children, through example,
respect for the dignity that marks every person irrespective of ethnicity, religion
or social grouping".

"Good schooling not only attends to the cognitive development of children but
to the civic and spiritual as well. Teachers ... can do much to discredit any false
anthropological ideologies that contain seeds of hostility and to foster an
appreciation of cultural and religious diversity in the life of a country".

The communications media, the Pope insisted, "can do much to overcome
lingering attitudes of distrust by ensuring that they do not become tools of
prejudice but rather transcend particular interests and promote broad-based and
inclusive civic goals, thus becoming instruments at the service of greater justice
and solidarity".

At the same time, the State "is called to pursue with vigour its responsibility to
strengthen the institutions and extol the principles which lie at the heart of all
democracies. ... I am sure that the constitutional reforms which your government
is currently studying will address the legitimate aspirations of all citizens,
guaranteeing both the rights of individuals and social groups", he said.

"For her part the Church in Bosnia and Herzegovina", Pope Benedict
concluded, "will continue to assist in the attainment of the goals of reconciliation,
peace and prosperity. ... She exercises her mission of universal charity in its
threefold form: material, intellectual and spiritual. ... The promotion of spiritual
and moral values ... not only forms part of the transmission of religious traditions
but also nourishes the wider culture, motivating men and women of goodwill to
strengthen ties of solidarity and to manifest how a united society can indeed
arise from a plurality of peoples".
CD/LETTERS OF CREDENCE/BOSNIA HERZEGOVINA VIS 080918 (560)

UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORICAL TRUTH ABOUT PIUS XII

VATICAN CITY, 18 SEP 2008 (VIS) - At midday today in Castelgandolfo, the
Pope met participants in a symposium on the life and the pastoral and
humanitarian work of Pius XII. The symposium was promoted by the Pave the
Way Foundation, the president of which is Gary Krupp.

Having mentioned the fact that 50 years have passed since the death, on 9
October 1958, of Servant of God Pius XII, the Holy Father pointed out that
although "so much has been written and said of him during these last five
decades, ... not all of the genuine facets of his diverse pastoral activity have
been examined in a just light.

"The aim of your symposium", he added continuing his English-language talk,
"has been precisely to address some of these deficiencies, conducting a careful
and documented examination of many of his interventions, especially those in
favour of the Jews who in those years were being targeted all over Europe, in
accordance with the criminal plan of those who wanted to eliminate them from
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the face of the earth.

"When one draws close to this noble Pope, ... one can come to appreciate the
human wisdom and pastoral intensity which guided him in his long years of
ministry, especially in providing organised assistance to the Jewish people.

"Thanks to the vast quantity of documented material which you have gathered,
supported by many authoritative testimonies, your symposium offers to the
public forum the possibility of knowing more fully what Pius XII achieved for the
Jews persecuted by the Nazi and fascist regimes", said the Holy Father.

He then highlighted how the work of the symposium had drawn attention to
Pope Pius' "many interventions, made secretly and silently, precisely because,
given the concrete situation of that difficult historical moment, only in this way
was it possible to avoid the worst and save the greatest number of Jews. This
courageous and paternal dedication was recognised and appreciated during
and after the terrible world conflict by Jewish communities and individuals who
showed their gratitude for what the Pope had done for them".

Pope Benedict thanked the Pave the Way Foundation "for its ongoing activity
in promoting relationships and dialogue between religions, as witnesses of
peace, charity and reconciliation.

"It is my great hope", he concluded, "that this year, which marks the 50th
anniversary of my venerated predecessor's death, will provide the opportunity to
promote in-depth studies of various aspects of his life and his works in order to
come to know the historical truth, overcoming every remaining prejudice.
AC/SYMPOSIUM PIUS XII/... VIS 080918
(440)

AUDIENCES

VATICAN CITY, 18 SEP 2008 (VIS) - The Holy Father today received in
separate audiences six prelates from the Episcopal Conference of Panama, on
their "ad limina" visit:

- Archbishop Jose Dimas Cedeno Delgado of Panama, accompanied by
Auxiliary Bishops Pablo Varela Server and Jose Domingo Ulloa Mendieta
O.S.A.

- Bishop Fernando Torres Duran of Chitre.

- Bishop Audilio Aguilar Aguilar of Colon - Kuna Yala.

- Bishop Jose Luis Lacunza Maestrojuan O.A.R. of David.
AL/.../... VIS 080918
(80)

IN MEMORIAM

VATICAN CITY, 18 SEP 2008 (VIS) - The following prelates died in recent
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weeks:

- Cardinal Antonio Innocenti, prefect emeritus of the Congregation for the
Clergy, on 6 September at the age of 93.

- Bishop Jose Antonio Dammert Bellindo, emeritus of Cajamarca, Peru, on 10
September at the age of 91.

- Bishop Daniel Gil Zorrilla S.J., emeritus of Salto, Uruguay, on 7 September at
the age of 78.

- Bishop Joseph Mukwaya, emeritus of Kiyinda-Mityana, Uganda, on 5
September at the age of 77.
.../DEATHS/... VIS 080918
(90)
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True Legacy of Pope Pius XII 
 

  
 
 
(17 Sep 08 - RV) A conference in Rome examining the papacy of Pius XII came 
to a close today, after three days of intense labours under the sponsorship of 
the New York-based Pave the Way Foundation. 
 
Fr. Dennis McManus is the current keeper of the archives of Jesuit Fr. Dennis 
Graham, who spent three decades gathering all the information he could find in 
connection with Pope Pius XII’s relationship with and actions in behalf of Jews, 
especially during the war years. 
 
On the sidelines of the conference, Fr. McManus told us about how Fr. Graham 
came to be involved in the search for the true legacy of the pope who led the 
Church through the dark days of World War II…   
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The Two Sides of Pacelli. Courageous as Pope, 
Too Cautious as Secretary of State  
Benedict XVI praises Pius XII for 
helping the Jews during the war. 
But "La Civiltà Cattolica" 
criticizes his actions as cardinal, 
when he reacted feebly to the 
racial laws. Here is the article 
from the journal, published with 
the imprimatur of the Vatican 
authorities 
 
Receiving the representatives of 
the Jewish foundation Pave the 
Way – in Rome for a symposium 
on Pius XII – last Thursday 
Benedict XVI expressed a very positive view of the figure and work of 
Pope Eugenio Pacelli, and especially about what he did "to save the 
Jews persecuted by the Nazi and Fascist regimes." 
 
This is the first time that Joseph Ratzinger, as pope, has spoken out so 
directly about his great and controversial predecessor. He will speak 
about him again next October 9, at the Mass that will be celebrated on 
the 50th anniversary of his death. 
 
The address by Benedict XVI made an even greater impact in that his 
judgment of the actions of Pius XII coincides with the relatively positive 
views expressed by the Jews of the Pave the Way Foundation. 
 
Also during these same days, a book has been released in Italy by 
Andrea Riccardi, a professor of Church history and the founder of the 
Community of St. Egidio. His book is also very positive, and documents 
the actions of Pope Pacelli to help the persecuted Jews. The 424-page 
volume, published by Laterza, is entitled "L'inverno più lungo. 1943-44: 
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  Pio XII, gli ebrei e i nazisti a Roma [The longest winter. 1943-44: Pius 
XII, the Jews, and the Nazis in Rome]." 
 

* * * 
 
But on the same Thursday, September 18, on which Benedict XVI 
expressed himself in such favorable terms about Pius XII, an article was 
published in "La Civiltà Cattolica" that draws Pacelli – secretary of state 
under Pope Pius XI at the time – in more muted tones. 
 
"La Civiltà Cattolica" isn't just any journal. By statute, all of its articles 
are reviewed line by line by the Vatican secretariat of state before they 
are printed. And this supervision has been even more stringent since 
Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone became secretary of state. 
 
It was therefore somewhat startling that the author of the article, the 
Jesuit historian Giovanni Sale, attributed to Pacelli in 1938 – the year of 
the promulgation of the anti-Jewish racial laws in Italy – a diplomatic 
prudence that "today it is embarrassing to defend." 
 
More precisely, this is what Sale says in one passage of his 
reconstruction: 
 
"It now seems embarrassing for the Catholic historian, especially after 
the openness of Vatican Council II in this matter, to defend this kind of 
viewpoint and manner of proceeding in moral or religious categories." 
 
The article in "La Civiltà Cattolica" does not directly criticize secretary of 
state Pacelli. But it demonstrates how the caution of Vatican diplomats 
at the time, in reacting to the racial laws, not only exposed itself to 
legitimate criticisms, but didn't even produce the hoped-for results. 
 
On the other hand, the article highlights Pius XI's desire to defend the 
Jews more energetically and condemn the racial laws more drastically. 
Pius XI, nonetheless, found himself muzzled twice over. His most 
incisive words and writings never saw the light of day, both because of 
the censorship of the Fascist regime, which banned the Italian Catholic 
press from publishing the pope's speeches against racism, and because 
of the caution of the secretariat of state, which prevented "L'Osservatore 
Romano" itself – the newspaper of the Holy See – from printing any 
papal texts that were believed to be too imprudent. 
 
As proof of this, Sale has gathered numerous documents from the 
Vatican archives and from those of "La Civiltà Cattolica." For example, 
from an unpublished memoir by Monsignor Domenico Tardini, at the 
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time a close collaborator of secretary of state Pacelli, it emerges that 
Pius XI was extremely irritated over the fact that "L'Osservatore 
Romano" did not publish, on November 15, 1938, a strongly worded 
protest that he had written against the racial laws, addressed to the king 
of Italy, Vittorio Emanuele III, together with the reply from the king. 
Instead of these two documents, there was only a listless article that 
said little or nothing. A few days later, the pope also failed to have 
published in "L'Osservatore" a text that he had dictated seeking to revive 
the essence of his protest. In both cases, it was Pacelli who blocked the 
printing of the papal tetxs in the newspaper of the Holy See. 
 
Sale will recount these and other actions on the part of Vatican 
authorities at the time in other articles scheduled for publication in "La 
Civiltà Cattolica," for the 70th anniversary of the anti-Jewish laws of 
1938. 
 
But here are the principal passages of the article published in the latest 
issue of the authoritative journal, dated September 20, 2008: 
 
 
The first anti-Jewish measures, and the Declaration of the Fascist 
Grand Council 
 
by Giovanni Sale S.I. 
 
 
[...] It is sometimes said that the anti-Jewish legislation adopted in Italy 
beginning in September of 1938 was, in comparison with that in force in 
other totalitarian countries, more mild and perhaps more humane. This 
is a myth that must be debunked. On the contrary, some of the 
measures enacted by the Fascist government were even more severe 
and persecutory than the ones in effect in Nazi Germany: for example, 
Germany did not have a law on the generalized expulsion of Jewish 
foreigners; moreover, the wholesale expulsion of Jewish students from 
the public schools was enacted by the government in Berlin two months 
after it came into effect in Italy, and it was put into effect gradually. [...] 
 
The anti-Semitic legislation, especially regarding schools, was received 
by the majority of Italians, especially by the Catholics, with great regret 
and sometimes with anger; many letters were sent to the Vatican by 
private individuals or by groups and associations (including non-Jewish 
associations), calling upon Church authorities, and upon the pope in 
particular, to intervene with the Duce in defense of the "beleaguered 
Jews." [...] 
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The day after the adoption of the decree-law on the schools, September 
6, 1938, Pius XI delivered a memorable address against racism and anti-
Semitism: it was the first time that this had been done in such an explicit 
and direct manner. Unfortunately, it was not released in Italy – in fact, on 
August 5, minister Alfieri had instructed the prefects to prevent the 
pope's statements against racism from being published in Catholic 
journals and newspapers – and this tremendously favored the racist 
cause and gave the impression that the pope, for political reasons, was 
not taking a position on such a grave matter. Many Catholic intellectuals, 
including Dossetti, learned about this by reading Catholic journals from 
outside of Italy. 
 
The famous address was delivered in Castel Gandolfo, where the pope 
had been staying for some time, before a group of Belgian pilgrims, 
many of whom worked in the media. The complete text, published 
by "Documentation Catholique," was transcribed by a member of the 
group while the pope was speaking. The Vatican 
newspaper, "L'Osservatore Romano," published the text but removed 
the part concerning the Jews, while the "current events" section of "La 
Civiltà Cattolica" didn't even mention it. The pope's words are reported 
by the Belgian Catholic journal in a rather lively manner: "At this point, 
the pope was unable to contain his emotion . . . and, weeping, he cited 
the passages from Paul that demonstrate our spiritual descent from 
Abraham [...] Anti-Semitism is incompatible with the sublime thought and 
the reality evoked in this text. Anti-Semitism is a hateful movement, with 
which we Christians should have nothing at all to do [...] It is not 
permissible for Christians to participate in anti-Semitism. We recognize 
that everyone has the right to self-defense, and can take the necessary 
action to safeguard his legitimate interests. But anti-Semitism is 
inadmissible. Spiritually, we are all Semites." The pope's words 
condemning anti-Semitism, spoken in an emotional voice, were strong 
and clear. 
 
The secretariat of state took a rather prudent approach to this matter, 
thinking that in this way it could obtain some sort of concrete benefit for 
the Jews, especially for the ones who had converted to Catholicism. Fr. 
Pietro Tacchi Venturi, the pope's emissary to Mussolini, was charged 
with handling the delicate matter of the Jews with the governing 
authorities. A note from the secretariat of state dated September 8, 
1938, suggested that the Jesuit draw the attention of the authorities to 
the Jews who had converted to Catholicism and had been 
baptized: "Would it not be fair," asked the writer, "that, independently of 
their origin, Jewish converts who have entered mixed marriages in 
keeping with canon law [...] should be considered Catholics, and not 
Jews always and no matter what, simply because their parents were 
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Jewish?" In other words, they were asking the Fascist government to 
make its criterion of discrimination not biological-racial, but religious, 
meaning membership in a particular religious faith, in this case Judaism.
 
It now appears embarrassing for the Catholic historian, especially after 
the openness of Vatican Council II in this matter, to defend this kind of 
viewpoint and manner of proceeding in moral or religious categories. But 
the task of the historian is to reconstruct, as much as objectively 
possible, the historical narrative, seeking to understand the mentality 
and culture of the subject in question, without ideological bias. 
According to the Catholic culture of the time, although not everyone 
agreed with this principle, it seemed that the Church's duty was to 
protect its own faithful first of all, but without neglecting the sense of 
justice and charity due to all human beings. 
 
In the light of this principle, one can better understand the later 
interventions by Church authorities in this matter. Fr. Tacchi Venturi's 
efforts on behalf of the Jews did not achieve much success, in part 
because Mussolini was strongly determined to carry forward his racial 
policy, and he did not want to be in second place in this after his 
German ally. In an audience on September 9, before the first anti-
Jewish decree-laws, the pope explicitly told the Jesuit to send Mussolini 
the following message: "As an Italian, the pope is truly saddened to see 
an entire history of Italian good sense forgotten, in order to open the 
door or the window to a wave of German anti-Semitism." Two days 
before this, on September 7, Fr. Tacchi Venturi had told the Duce 
that "because of news and information that, unfortunately, is reliable, the 
Holy Father is very concerned that this aspect or appearance of anti-
Semitism attributed to the measures taken in Italy against the Jews 
could provoke the Jews and the entire world to retaliations that may not 
be insignificant to Italy." [...] 
 

* * * 
 
The fact remains that, beginning with the publication of the "Race 
manifesto," relations between the Italian government and the Holy See – 
or better, between Mussolini and Pius XI – gradually deteriorated, so 
much so that the Duce said in private that the pope was a disaster for 
Italy and for the Church. For its part, the international press made an 
exaggerated caricature out of this antagonism, to the point of 
speculating that the pope might leave the Eternal City and 
Italy: "Following the recent conflict of ideas," the nuncio to Paris, V. 
Valeri, wrote to the secretariat of state, "that has manifested itself 
between the authorities of the Italian Fascist regime and the Holy See 
concerning racism, certain French press outlets, which have followed 
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the episode widely and up close, have gone to the point of forecasting 
nothing less than the future possibility of an exile of the papacy from 
Rome, and, even more frequently, the election of a non-Italian pope." 
This fact, which was also reported by the Parisian Catholic 
newspaper "La Croix," demonstrates the seriousness of the conflict 
between the Fascist government and the Holy See because of the racial 
question and the anti-Jewish legislation universally condemned by 
Catholics. 
 
But for reasons of prudence, the Holy See organized its attack against 
the new discriminatory legislation not by making reference to 
motivations of a rational character, founded on natural law – like, for 
example, the right of all men not to be discriminated against for reasons 
of race or religion, in the same way in which Pius XI had done on 
various occasions – but by resorting to its own legal firepower, in 
particular canon law and the Concordat of 1929, in order to defend first 
of all the rights of Jewish Catholics, without pre-judging those of the 
others. What was gained by following this approach? 
 
Very little, although the Holy See hoped to obtain much more. Through 
the work of Fr. Tacchi Venturi, with the circular issued by the national 
education ministry dated October 23, 1938, baptized children of the 
Jewish race were permitted to attend private Catholic schools, even 
state-certified ones. "As far as unbaptized Jews are concerned," a 
Vatican note says, "the Rev. Fr. Tacchi Venturi has revealed that, as far 
as he remembers, in the past Catholic schools usually did not admit 
Jewish or unbaptized students, for obvious religious and moral reasons. 
This norm seems all the more compelling now that acting differently 
could seem like opposition to government policy." The Jesuit's mediation 
was also able to bring a few baptized Jewish teachers to teach in state-
certified Catholic schools, prompting a sharp warning from the 
authorities. This provision had previously been granted by minister 
Bottai for religious sisters of Jewish origin. The Fascist government 
already considered this a very special concession, in that it impinged 
upon the biological principle underlying the legislation. 
 
More conflict between the Fascist government and the Holy See was 
created by certain statements made by R. Farinacci while he was in 
Nuremberg on the occasion of the national Nazi congress. In remarks 
published on May 15 in the newspaper of the SS, "Das Schwarze 
Korps," Farinacci criticized Pius XI's frequent speeches on racism. [...] 
The interview was received with great displeasure at the Vatican; Pius 
XI was personally offended by it [...] On September 21, 1938, the 
cardinal secretary of state sent to the Italian ambassador to the Holy 
See a note of protest over Farinacci's disrespectful and offensive 
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comments toward "the august person of the Holy Father." 
 
Meanwhile, the Vatican was receiving dozens of requests from Jews 
affected by the government regulations, asking the pope to do 
something for them. The Vatican documentation now made available 
shows that the Holy See did what was possible, frequently intervening 
through its own intermediary with the governmental authorities to meet 
the needs of the Jews, especially those who had been baptized. It 
should be remembered, in fact, that from the humanitarian point of view, 
baptized Jews were in dire need of papal support, because they no 
longer benefited from the protection of their community of membership, 
which had rejected them, nor from the support given by international 
Jewish communities. The soul of this action on behalf of the Jews, now 
facing social discrimination, was Fr. Tacchi Venturi, who in spite of his 
limitations – above all his propensity to understand and often accept 
the "reasons" of the regime – exerted himself with great generosity for 
this cause. 
 

* * * 
 
After the government measures of September 5 and 7, the second step 
in the journey toward the introduction in Italy of legislation apparently 
discriminatory toward Jewish citizens was constituted by the 
deliberations adopted by the Fascist Grand Council of October 6-8, 
1938, destined to establish the fundamental pillars of later anti-Jewish 
legislation. [...] 
 
For the moment, the Holy See decided not to intervene directly: it is 
known, in fact, that any public intervention, in addition to exasperating 
Mussolini, who was now completely unsympathetic toward the elderly 
pope, would certainly have harmed the cause of the Jews, and not only 
those who had been baptized. So the decision was made to wait for the 
legislative measures that would follow the declarations of the Grand 
Council, in such a way as to be able to intervene practically with the 
government authorities for the mitigation of the anti-Jewish legislation, 
which was already promising to be harsh and oppressive. 
 
We are convinced that at that moment, an intervention by the Holy See 
and by the pope against the declarations of the supreme body of 
Fascism would have unleashed an open conflict between the regime 
and the Vatican, thereby playing the game of those who, like Farinacci, 
may have wanted a sort of reckoning between the two institutions, to 
show the world "who's really the boss in Italy." We also know that at that 
time, Mussolini was determined to block any maneuver by the Vatican 
on behalf of the Jews, and to oppose the pope's appeals forcefully: the 
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problem of race, or better of the Jews, had to be resolved with 
determination, as his Nazi colleague had done in Germany, without 
caring about the opposition of the Christian confessions, and in 
particular of the Catholic Church. 
 
For this reason, the prudence that the Holy See demonstrated at that 
moment was determined by the desire to save what could be saved, and 
in any case not to make the anti-Jewish legislation even more strict 
while it was still being finalized. It must be added to this that the 
dominant mentality regarding the Jewish problem in part of the Italian 
Catholic world at that time was marked by a certain anti-Judaism rooted 
in past and even recent religious and political-cultural differences: we 
recall that for many, it was not easy to shed this mindset and pass 
directly to the other side, seeing the Jew as an "elder brother" to be 
loved and, especially at that delicate moment, to be helped. 
 
So the only question that was presented to the authorities at the time 
was that of "mixed marriages" [between Catholics and Jews], because 
this matter directly concerned the rights of the Church and the 
Concordat: in this matter, in fact, the Holy See could intervene without 
the fear of provoking a backlash from the public authorities. It was noted 
that the disposition of the Grand Council concerning this matter 
introduced into the Italian legal system a new and absolute impediment 
to the celebration of marriage, harming one of the rights of the Church, 
in particular that of granting dispensations for disparity of worship, 
considered absolutely necessary for the salvation of souls. So the 
legislators were asked not to establish an absolute and general ban on 
the celebration of mixed marriages, but if anything to work with Church 
authorities on how to keep these under control, through a special joint 
permit from the government and the Holy See. 
 
In any case, it is not true, as is sometimes repeated, that the Holy See 
responded passively to the anti-Jewish legislation, or that it intervened 
only, as in the matter of mixed marriages, to protect specifically Catholic 
and confessional interests: instead, albeit with discretion, it sought to 
prepare hearts for the future battle against the new regulations issued 
by the regime. 
 
A Vatican document drafted immediately after the statements from the 
Grand Council informs us in this regard about the "secret" directives 
from the secretariat of state. The action of the Holy See, the document 
says, should follow two directions: "Persuasive action toward the 
government. By means of suitable persons equipped with the right 
qualities, it would be good to try to sway influential persons in the 
regime – and not only the head of the government – to make them 
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understand the sad consequences of an exaggerated racial policy that 
does not limit itself to measures intended to fortify the populace, but 
goes to the excess of racism with provisions that harm justice and the 
Church's rights. [...] It should also be explained that in the case of 
discord with the Holy See, fascism would be at the greater 
disadvantage." The other direction concerns action toward the clergy. 
First of all, it was asked that all metropolitan archbishops should be sent 
special private instructions, to be communicated to the other 
bishops, "to see that the clergy not show any support for the magazine 
La Difesa della Razza [The Defense of the Race]," considered harmful 
and not in keeping with the Church's teaching on this matter. 
 
In particular, all of the Italian clergy were urged "not to pass up any 
opportunity to emphasize, with the appropriate prudence of course, the 
harm and the consequences of extreme nationalism and racism. This 
could be done with special meetings of the clergy, without giving the 
impression that any action against the government is intended. [...] This 
seems necessary above all at the present moment, when there is no 
freedom of the press, and often even the few and feeble Catholic 
newspapers are obliged to publish certain foolish things about racism." It 
was also asked that the same action be carried out in the major 
seminaries, being attentive however not to violate the letter of the 
agreement signed on August 16 by the Holy See and the Fascist 
government. 
 
As has already been said, the Holy See, at that time, chose to act 
against the new anti-Jewish regulations by discreet means, and relying 
on the effectiveness of its "domestic diplomacy," a choice not shared by 
many, but one that in the near term seemed the only one possible, and 
even the most effective.  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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September 19, 2008 

The Pope and Child Molesters 

Filed by Yitzchok Adlerstein @ 11:50 am  

This is not what the title suggests. Different Pope. Different molesters. Different group of bad guys. Having come 
this far, you might as well read on. 

The prevailing orthodoxy in the Jewish community is that wartime Pope Pius XII was an unfeeling and spineless 
pontiff who placed the Church above all else, and had little sympathy for Jews in the first place. Feelings have 
run so strongly in this direction since the publication of “The Deputy,” a scathing critique of Pius published a 
mere five years after his death, that the issue of Pius’ potential canonization has been an impediment in Jewish-
Catholic relations. 

A growing number of voices, including some in the Jewish community, have come to a very different conclusion. 
The debate is outlined in a recent article in the New York Jewish Week.  

Some things are fairly well established. The Pope did save Jewish lives, in several places. He did provide 
sanctuary within the Vatican to some Jews. He was honored by Jewish groups after the War for his help. 

Beyond that, the claims and counterclaims continue to mount. Former critics have reversed themselves and 
turned into supporters. Witnesses have come forward to testify that the Pope personally instructed them – 
sometimes verbally, sometimes with handwritten instructions, but careful not to attract public attention - to open 
Catholic institutions to Jews, to move to save them, to accept them in Catholic hospitals with fictitious ailments. 
A former Romanian intelligence officer who defected to the United States argued that “The Deputy” itself was 
part of a KGB attempt to weaken the Church by calling its former head into disrepute. Others point to the 
impossibility of accurately assessing the truth of these new claims so long as the Vatican refuses to completely 
open their archives pertaining to the war years. 

It also seems clear that Pius refused many requests from government officials and Catholic clergy to clearly 
denounce Hitler’s genocide. He made statements critical of Hitler – who may indeed have hated him and tried to 
have him captured – but they stopped short of pointing a finger directly at the extermination of Jews. If we can 
assume that all of the competing theories have some truth to them, what emerges is that Pius was very likely not 
an anti-Semite, and worked behind the scenes to save Jews to whatever extent he believed would not compromise 
the role of the Church in opposing Hitler. In so doing, he acted as a decent human being – and probably a good 
deal better – but not as courageous figure, as a model of religious principle refusing to bow to practicality. Sir 
Thomas More, he wasn’t. 

History can be harsh, especially with leaders. It is often harsher yet with those whom we expect to be moral
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exemplars. An ordinary person can be koneh olamo b’sha’ah achas (acquire his place in the World to Come in a 
single instant), the Gemara tells us. A leader, it would seem, can lose his stellar reputation in an instant, by failing 
to exhibit the unusual courage that is expected to be part of greatness. Pius may have been a good person, but his 
legacy will likely be stained for the foreseeable future. 

Sometimes being a good, decent person is not enough. Terrible circumstances sometimes call for extraordinary 
reactions, even from non-Popes. The plague of molestation and cover-up in the Orthodox community is one of 
those circumstances. If you have not yet read some of Rav Yaakov Horowitz’s pieces, read them and cringe. His 
courageous writing is getting progressively more defined, more pained, more desperate. (Quite independently of 
each other, two friends of mine related what they had heard from highly regarded workers in the Orthodox world. 
One spoke in Israel, one in the US. Each said that in his own substantial experience, molestation was the single 
greatest contributor to going off the derech.) He is not afraid to name names, and to harshly criticize those who 
wish everything hushed-up and not openly discussed. 

Add to this the recent debacle in which Rabbi Dr Benzion Twerski abruptly stepped down from a task force on 
molestation formed by Assemblyman Dov Hikind. Dr Twerski cited unbearable threats and intimidation, 
although from ordinary people, not by the kano’im/askanim as originally reported. This means that the source of 
the problem is not just a bunch of terrorists with beards, but serious misinformation and misguided priorities 
among amchah. 

Most of us, then, are left precisely where the Pope was in World War II. We sit back as life after life is shattered. 
We are not indifferent or callous. We are concerned, and very human. But we do nothing – much less than the 
Pope did. For not stepping forward with the courage, the selfless heroism we expect from a moral leader, we 
continue to criticize him.  

A famous picture of Pius has him standing, extending his arm, and pointing. The photo has been used to criticize 
him for his presumed silence regarding the Holocaust. Perhaps we should give some thought as to whether the 
finger, in retrospect, is pointing at all of us. 
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1. In so doing, he acted as a decent human being – and probably a good deal better – but not as courageous 

figure, as a model of religious principle refusing to bow to practicality. Sir Thomas More, he wasn’t. 

Was his obligation in this case to courageously speak out, regardless of the cost to himself and his 
followers (and even any Jews they could save)? Or was it to do what he thought would save as many as he 
could, which would be to work behind the scenes and not antagonize Hitler the to point where he’d outlaw 
Catholicism? 

Sir Thomas More was a private individual. His practical considerations extended no further than his own 
neck. A pope is more similar to a chasidic admor (= the leader of a Hasidic dynasty). He is responsible to a 
large number of people. His bravery puts all of them at risk. 

Most of us, then, are left precisely where the Pope was in World War II. We sit back as countless – literally 
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Roundup: Talking About History 

Sandro Magister: The Two Sides of Pacelli. 
Courageous as Pope, Too Cautious as 
Secretary of State 

Source: http://chiesa.espresso.repubblica.it (9-23-08) 

Receiving the representatives of the Jewish foundation Pave the Way – in 
Rome for a symposium on Pius XII – last Thursday Benedict XVI expressed 
a very positive view of the figure and work of Pope Eugenio Pacelli, and 
especially about what he did "to save the Jews persecuted by the Nazi and 
Fascist regimes."  
 
This is the first time that Joseph Ratzinger, as pope, has spoken out so 
directly about his great and controversial predecessor. He will speak about 
him again next October 9, at the Mass that will be celebrated on the 50th 
anniversary of his death.  
 
The address by Benedict XVI made an even greater impact in that his 
judgment of the actions of Pius XII coincides with the relatively positive 
views expressed by the Jews of the Pave the Way Foundation.  
 
Also during these same days, a book has been released in Italy by Andrea 
Riccardi, a professor of Church history and the founder of the Community 
of St. Egidio. His book is also very positive, and documents the actions of 
Pope Pacelli to help the persecuted Jews. The 424-page volume, published 
by Laterza, is entitled "L'inverno più lungo. 1943-44: Pio XII, gli ebrei e i 
nazisti a Roma [The longest winter. 1943-44: Pius XII, the Jews, and the 
Nazis in Rome]."  
 
* * * 
 
But on the same Thursday, September 18, on which Benedict XVI expressed 
himself in such favorable terms about Pius XII, an article was published in 
"La Civiltà Cattolica" that draws Pacelli – secretary of state under Pope Pius 
XI at the time – in more muted tones.  
 
"La Civiltà Cattolica" isn't just any journal. By statute, all of its articles are 
reviewed line by line by the Vatican secretariat of state before they are 
printed. And this supervision has been even more stringent since Cardinal 
Tarcisio Bertone became secretary of state.  
 
It was therefore somewhat startling that the author of the article, the Jesuit 
historian Giovanni Sale, attributed to Pacelli in 1938 – the year of the 
promulgation of the anti-Jewish racial laws in Italy – a diplomatic prudence 
that "today it is embarrassing to defend."  
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More precisely, this is what Sale says in one passage of his reconstruction:  
 
"It now seems embarrassing for the Catholic historian, especially after the 
openness of Vatican Council II in this matter, to defend this kind of 
viewpoint and manner of proceeding in moral or religious categories."  
 
The article in "La Civiltà Cattolica" does not directly criticize secretary of 
state Pacelli. But it demonstrates how the caution of Vatican diplomats at 
the time, in reacting to the racial laws, not only exposed itself to legitimate 
criticisms, but didn't even produce the hoped-for results.  
 
On the other hand, the article highlights Pius XI's desire to defend the Jews 
more energetically and condemn the racial laws more drastically. Pius XI, 
nonetheless, found himself muzzled twice over. His most incisive words and 
writings never saw the light of day, both because of the censorship of the 
Fascist regime, which banned the Italian Catholic press from publishing the 
pope's speeches against racism, and because of the caution of the secretariat 
of state, which prevented "L'Osservatore Romano" itself – the newspaper of 
the Holy See – from printing any papal texts that were believed to be too 
imprudent.  
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On October 9, Pope Benedict will lead the 
Roman Catholic Church in marking the 50th 
anniversary of the death of Pope Pius XII. There 
is a lot of interest in what Benedict will say in his 
homily about his predecessor, arguably the 
most controversial pontiff of the 20th century 
because of what he did or did not do to save 
Jews during the Holocaust. On October 21, the 
Vatican will open a photographic exhibition on 
his papacy and on Nov 6-8, two pontifical 
universities in Rome, the Lateran and the 
Gregorian, will jointly sponsor a conference on 
his papacy. 

An indication of what Benedict might say on 
October 9 can be found in his address on 
September 18 to the Pave the Way Foundation, 
a mixed Jewish-Catholic group based in the 
United States and headed by Gary Krupp, a 

Jew who is also a Knight Commander of the Pontifical Equestrian Order of St 
Gregory the Great.  Pave the Way held a unique three-day symposium in Rome in 
the days leading up to their audience with the pope at his summer residence at 
Castel Gandolfo. 

The title of the symposium was “Examining the Papacy of Pope Pius 
XII”. It was attended by, among others, panalists such as Sister 
Magherita  Marchione, an American nun who is feisty despite her 86 
years and who has written extensively in defence of Pius, Fr. Peter 
Gumpel, the Jesuit who is the relator of the cause for Pius’ 
sainthood, Eugene J. Fisher, who was in charge of Catholic-Jewish 
relations for the U.S. National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(NCCB) from 1997 to 2007, and Andrea Tornielli, an Italian journalist 
who has  has written extensively on Pius XII and whose most recent 
biography on the pontiff was released last year. 

One interesting aspect of the symposium was the 200-page dossier 
that it produced. It is a very useful, user-friendly compendium in 
defence of Pius. While much of the material was already known to 
scholars, seeing it all between two covers could potentially sway 
some of Pius’s detractors. 

For example,  it contains a 
confidential 1939 State 
Department memo from a U.S. diplomat who 
knew Pius when he was Vatican nuncio in 
Berlin before the war and before he became 
pope. He said that, in a meeting with the 
then Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli, the future 
pontiff described Hitler as “not only as an 
untrustworthy scoundrel but as a 
fundamentally wicked person.” The diplomat 
said Pius had told him he “opposed 
unalterably every compromise with National 
Socialism”. 
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The dossier also includes many other entries from individuals and scholars aimed at 
debunking the concept made popular first in 1963 with the publication of Rolf 
Hochhuth’s play The Deputy, which accused Pius of being an anti-Semite and a Hitler
collaborator, and later in 1999 following John Cornwell’s highly controversial book 
calling Pius Hitler’s Pope. The symposium’s dossier also includes copies of of 
newspaper clippings from The New York Times, Reuters, The Associated Press, 
Palestine Post (later Jerusalem Post) and other news organisations in the period 
before, during and after the war reporting on Pius efforts to help the Jews and his 
speeches on their behalf. 

While the dossier, much of which is available on-line, may  not convince the most 
hardened of Pius’ detractors, it certainly is a very useful addition to the ongoing 
debate in what may prove to be a pivitol year. 

Rome isn’t the only place where 
Pius is under review. In 
Germany, Hubert Wolf, a 
Catholic priest and church 
history professor at Münster 
University, has just published 
Papst und Teufel (Pope and 
Devil), a study of Vatican 
relations with Germany in the 
turbulent period from 1917 to 
1939. Based on documents 
from the Vatican archive, whose 
files have been opened up until 
Pius’s election as pope in 1939, 
Wolf recounts the internal Vatican debates on how to deal with the Nazis, whether to 
put Hitler’s Mein Kampf on the Index of Prohibited Books (they didn’t) and how to 
speak out against growing anti-Semitism in Germany (through the 1937 encyclical Mit
brennender Sorge). 

What do you think about Pius? Has he been maligned? Is the tide of opinion turning 
in his favour? 
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Thursday September 18, 2008

Pope says Pius XII "spared no

effort" to help Jews
By Philip Pullella

VATICAN CITY (Reuters) - Pope Benedict on Thursday forcefully

defended his wartime predecessor Pius XII against accusations he did not

do enough to help the Jews, saying Pius "spared no effort" on their behalf

during World War II.

The pope spoke to members of the U.S.-based

Pave the Way Foundation, a mixed Jewish-

Catholic group which held a symposium in Rome

on the papacy of Pius, who reigned from 1939 to

1958.

The symposium prepared a 200-page

compilation of documents, diplomatic cables and

newspaper clippings from the period -- some of

them previously unpublished -- showing Pius did

much to help Jews during the war and was

thanked by Jewish leaders.

"Thanks to the vast quantity of documented material which you have

gathered, supported by many authoritative testimonies, your symposium

offers to the public forum the possibility of knowing more fully what Pius

XII achieved for the Jews persecuted by the Nazi and fascist regimes,"

Benedict said.

"One understands, then, that wherever possible he spared no effort in

intervening in their favour either directly or through instructions given to

other individuals or to institutions of the Catholic Church," Benedict told

the group at his summer residence south of Rome.

Some Jews have maintained that Pius did not do enough to save Jews

while the Vatican and those Jews who support him say he worked behind

the scenes to help because more direct intervention would have

worsened the situation.

But Benedict praised the symposium for drawing attention "to his many

interventions, made secretly and silently, precisely because, given the

concrete situation of that difficult historical moment, only in this way was it

possible to avoid the worst and save the greatest number of Jews".

Gary Krupp, an American Jew who is president and founder of Pave the

Way, told the pope the group's investigation "directly contradicts the

negative perception of the pope's war time activities".

CAMP SURVIORS THANKED POPE

The pope noted that in November, 1945, some six months after the end of

the war, 80 delegates of German concentration camps came to the

Vatican to thank Pius.

The symposium's documents included numerous newspaper clippings of

Jewish leaders thanking Pius during and after the conflict and former

Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir saying: "When fearful martyrdom came

to our people in the decade of Nazi terror, the voice of the pope was

raised for the victims".

The issue of Pius' papacy is one of the most difficult in Catholic-Jewish

relations and the pope said that nearly five decades after his death "not all

of the genuine facets of his diverse pastoral activity have been examined

Pope Benedict XVI waves as he
leads his general audience in
Paul VI Hall at the Vatican
September 17, 2008. Pope
Benedict on Thursday
forcefully defended his
wartime predecessor Pius XII
against accusations he did not
do enough to help the Jews,
saying Pius "spared no effort"
on their behalf during World
War II. (REUTERS/Max Rossi)
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The Vatican will on Oct. 9 mark the 50th anniversary of Pius' death with a

conference and photo exhibition.

Historians have been calling on the Vatican to open up all its archives on

the period.

The Vatican says while some of the archives of the period are still closed

for organisational reasons, most of the significant documentation

regarding Pius is already open to scholars.

Last year, the Vatican's saint-making department voted in favour of a

decree recognising Pius's "heroic virtues," a major hurdle in a long

process toward possible sainthood that began in 1967. But Pope Benedict

has so far not approved the decree.

Some Jewish groups have said the Vatican should freeze the beatification

process but others say it is an internal Church matter.
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Positivity: Pope Benedict praises symposium on Pius XII for 
uncovering the historic truth 

Filed under: Positivity — TBlumer @ 7:00 am  

From Vatican City: 

Sep 18, 2008 

Pope Pius XII, has drawn the interest and scrutiny of many people over the last few decades, but 
as Pope Benedict XVI spoke to the Pave the Way Foundation at Castel Gandolfo today, he 
highlighted that previous investigation into the late Pope’s efforts to save Jews from the Nazis 
and fascists have been biased. 

Around noon today at the Pope’s summer residence, he received Mr. Gary Krupp, the president 
of the Pave the Way Foundation and other members of the organization. 

Mr. Krupp and his wife, who are Jewish, founded Pave the Way to fight against religious 
intolerance and prejudice through educational, cultural and technological means. As part of 
those efforts, Pave the Way organized a symposium to conduct an in-depth investigation into 
Pius XII’s life and his pastoral and humanitarian work. 

Noting that 50 years have passed since the October 9, 1958 death of the Servant of God Pius 
XII, the Holy Father pointed out that although “so much has been written and said of him during 
these last five decades, … not all of the genuine facets of his diverse pastoral activity have been 
examined in a just light.” 

The symposium aimed to address some of these deficiencies by “conducting a careful and 
documented examination of many of his interventions, especially those in favor of the Jews who 
in those years were being targeted all over Europe, in accordance with the criminal plan of those 
who wanted to eliminate them from the face of the earth,” the Pope said. 

“When one draws close to this noble Pope,” observed Benedict XVI, “one can come to appreciate 
the human wisdom and pastoral intensity which guided him in his long years of ministry, 
especially in providing organized assistance to the Jewish people.” 

Pope Benedict then went on to thank the foundation for “the vast quantity of documented 
material which you have gathered, supported by many authoritative testimonies,” because, as he 
explained “your symposium offers to the public forum the possibility of knowing more fully what 
Pius XII achieved for the Jews persecuted by the Nazi and fascist regimes.” 

One of the many aspects of the symposium that Pope Benedict praised was how the foundation’s 
work “had drawn attention to Pope Pius’ many interventions, made secretly and silently, 
precisely because, given the concrete situation of that difficult historical moment, only in this 
way was it possible to avoid the worst and save the greatest number of Jews. This courageous 
and paternal dedication was recognized and appreciated during and after the terrible world 
conflict by Jewish communities and individuals who showed their gratitude for what the Pope 
had done for them.” 

One special event that Benedict XVI recalled, “Pius XII’s meeting on the 29th of November 1945 
with eighty delegates of German concentration camps who during a special Audience granted to 
them at the Vatican, wished to thank him personally for his generosity to them during the 
terrible period of Nazi-fascist persecution.” ….. 

Go here for the rest of the story. 
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Monday, 22 September 2008 

Pope Benedict XVI's address at Symposium On 
Pius XII  
Thursday, 19 September 2008 (Source: Vatican Website) 
 
Dear Mr Krupp, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I am happy to meet with you at the conclusion of the important symposium organized by the Pave 
the Way Foundation. I know that many eminent scholars have participated in this reflection on the 
numerous works of my beloved predecessor - the Servant of God Pope Pius XII - accomplished 
during the difficult period around the time of the second world war. I warmly welcome each of 
you especially Mr Gary Krupp, President of the Foundation, whom I thank for the kind words 
expressed on your behalf. I am grateful to him for informing me how your work has been 
undertaken during the symposium. You have analyzed without bias the events of history and 
concerned yourselves only with seeking the truth. I also greet those accompanying you on this 
visit, as well as your family members and loved ones at home.  
 
The focus of your study has been the person and the tireless pastoral and humanitarian work of 
Pius XII, Pastor Angelicus. Fifty years have passed since his pious death here at Castel Gandolfo 
early on the ninth of October 1958, after a debilitating disease. This anniversary provides an 
important opportunity to deepen our knowledge of him, to meditate on his rich teaching and to 
analyze thoroughly his activities. So much has been written and said of him during these last five 
decades and not all of the genuine facets of his diverse pastoral activity have been examined in a 
just light. The aim of your symposium has been precisely to address some of these deficiencies, 
conducting a careful and documented examination of many of his interventions, especially those 
in favour of the Jews who in those years were being targeted all over Europe, in accordance with 
the criminal plan of those who wanted to eliminate them from the face of the earth. When one 
draws close to this noble Pope, free from ideological prejudices, in addition to being struck by his 
lofty spiritual and human character one is also captivated by the example of his life and the 
extraordinary richness of his teaching. One can also come to appreciate the human wisdom and 
pastoral intensity which guided him in his long years of ministry, especially in providing organized 
assistance to the Jewish people.  
 
Thanks to the vast quantity of documented material which you have gathered, supported by many 
authoritative testimonies, your symposium offers to the public forum the possibility of knowing 
more fully what Pius XII achieved for the Jews persecuted by the Nazi and fascist regimes. One 
understands, then, that wherever possible he spared no effort in intervening in their favour either 
directly or through instructions given to other individuals or to institutions of the Catholic Church. 
In the proceedings of your convention you have also drawn attention to his many interventions, 
made secretly and silently, precisely because, given the concrete situation of that difficult 
historical moment, only in this way was it possible to avoid the worst and save the greatest 
number of Jews. This courageous and paternal dedication was recognized and appreciated during 
and after the terrible world conflict by Jewish communities and individuals who showed their 
gratitude for what the Pope had done for them. One need only recall Pius XII’s meeting on the 
29th of November 1945 with eighty delegates of German concentration camps who during a special 
Audience granted to them at the Vatican, wished to thank him personally for his generosity to 
them during the terrible period of Nazi-fascist persecution. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you for your visit and for the research you have undertaken. Thanks 
also to the Pave the Way Foundation for its ongoing activity in promoting relationships and 
dialogue between religions, as witnesses of peace, charity and reconciliation. It is my great hope 
that this year, which marks the fiftieth-anniversary of my venerated predecessor’s death, will 
provide the opportunity to promote in-depth studies of various aspects of his life and his works in 
order to come to know the historical truth, overcoming every remaining prejudice. With these 
sentiments I invoke upon you and the proceedings of your symposium an abundance of divine 
blessings. 
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Pius XII 'spared no effort' for Jews, Benedict XVI says 
Posted on Sep 18, 2008 06:34am CST. 

 Print Friendly Version 

By JOHN L. ALLEN JR. 
Rome 

Pope Benedict XVI today defended his controversial predecessor, 
Pius XII, saying the wartime pope “spared no effort” to save Jews 
during the Holocaust. It marked the first time that Benedict has 
directly responded to charges that Pius XII remained aloof during the 
Nazi massacre. 

Benedict said that many of the pope’s humanitarian initiatives were 
“made secretly and silently,” because “in that difficult historical 
moment, only in this way was it possible to avoid the worst and save 
the greatest number of Jews.” 

Pius XII was pope from 1939 to 1958, and Oct. 9 of this year will 
mark the 50th anniversary of his death. A decree of “heroic virtue,” 
the first formal step toward declaring Pius XII a saint, is currently 
awaiting Benedict’s signature. 

In recent decades, controverdsy has swirled around whether Pius XII 
said enough, or did enough, to denounce Hitler and the Nazis. 
Among other things, the debate has complicated Catholic/Jewish 
relations. 

Benedict spoke today at Castel Gandolfo during an audience for 
participants in a Sept. 15-17 conference dedicated to Pius XII, which 
was organized by an American foundation called “Pave the Way.” Its 
founder and president is an American Jew named Gary Krupp, and 
several rabbis were present at today’s event. 

In an indirect reference to the controversies unleashed by critical 
works such as John Cornwell’s 1999 book Hitler’s Pope, Benedict 
said that although much has been written about Pius XII in recent 
years, “not all of the genuine facets of his diverse pastoral activity 
have been examined in a just light.” 

Benedict praised the actions of Pius XII during the war years, 
“especially those in favor of the Jews who in those years were being 
targeted all over Europe, in accordance with the criminal plan of 
those who wanted to eliminate them from the face of the earth.” 

“This courageous and paternal dedication was recognized and 
appreciated during and after the terrible world conflict by Jewish 
communities and individuals who showed their gratitude for what the 
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Our values Pope had done for them,” Benedict said. 

“One need only recall Pius XII’s meeting on the 29th of November 
1945 with eighty delegates of German concentration camps who 
during a special audience granted to them at the Vatican, wished to 
thank him personally for his generosity to them during the terrible 
period of Nazi-fascist persecution,” he said.  

Benedict said that he hopes the 50th anniversary of Pius’ death will 
stimulate “in-depth studies of various aspects of his life and his works 
in order to come to know the historical truth, overcoming every 
remaining prejudice.” 

In his remarks to the pope, Krupp said his foundation took up the 
question of Pius XII because the debate surrounding him is “a source 
of friction and misunderstanding,” and that what they’re uncovered is 
“stunning.” 

“It directly contradicts negative impressions of the pope’s wartime 
record,” Krupp said, who wore the Jewish yarmulke while speaking to 
Benedict. He pointed especially to eyewitness accounts testifying to 
various efforts from Pius XII on behalf of Jews. 

Krupp, who arranged an audience for a group of rabbis with John 
Paul II in January 2005 to thank him for his efforts to improve 
Jewish/Catholic relations, reminded Benedict that in the immediate 
wake of World War II many Jews thanked Pius XII. Some, he said, 
even proposed that a forest of 860,000 trees be planted in Israel, 
reflecting one estimate that Pius XII was responsible for saving 
860,000 Jewish lives. 

Krupp said his foundation intends to turn over the results of its 
research on Pius XII to both the Vatican and to major Holocaust 
memorials around the world. 

“We call upon these institutions to review the new information, in 
order to redefine perceptions of this papacy,” he said. 

Also present for the audience were several leading Catholic 
defenders of Pius XII, including Filippini Sr. Margherita Marchione of 
Farleigh Dickinson University in New Jersey; Ronald Rychlak, a 
Catholic law professor at the University of Mississippi; William Doino, 
author of The Pius War; Andrea Tornielli, a prominent Italian 
journalist; and Fr. Peter Gumpel, relator for the sainthood cause of 
Pius XII. Eugene Fisher, a former staff expert for the U.S. bishops on 
Catholic/Jewish relations, was also part of the delegation. 
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"Not All the Genuine Facets Have Been Examined In a Just Light" 
Address of H.H. Pope Benedict XVI  
To Gary Krupp on Pope Pius XII Symposium 
Castel Gandolfo, Italy 
September 18, 2008 

Dear Mr Krupp, 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I am happy to meet with you at the conclusion of the important symposium organized by the 
Pave the Way Foundation. I know that many eminent scholars have participated in this 
reflection on the numerous works of my beloved predecessor - the Servant of God Pope 
Pius XII - accomplished during the difficult period around the time of the second world war. I 
warmly welcome each of you especially Mr Gary Krupp, President of the Foundation, whom 
I thank for the kind words expressed on your behalf. I am grateful to him for informing me 
how your work has been undertaken during the symposium. You have analyzed without bias 
the events of history and concerned yourselves only with seeking the truth. I also greet 
those accompanying you on this visit, as well as your family members and loved ones at 
home. 
 
The focus of your study has been the person and the tireless pastoral and humanitarian 
work of Pius XII, "Pastor Angelicus." Fifty years have passed since his pious death here at 
Castel Gandolfo early on the ninth of October 1958, after a debilitating disease. This 
anniversary provides an important opportunity to deepen our knowledge of him, to meditate 
on his rich teaching and to analyze thoroughly his activities. So much has been written and 
said of him during these last five decades and not all of the genuine facets of his diverse 
pastoral activity have been examined in a just light. The aim of your symposium has been 
precisely to address some of these deficiencies, conducting a careful and documented 
examination of many of his interventions, especially those in favour of the Jews who in 
those years were being targeted all over Europe, in accordance with the criminal plan of 
those who wanted to eliminate them from the face of the earth. When one draws close to 
this noble Pope, free from ideological prejudices, in addition to being struck by his lofty 
spiritual and human character one is also captivated by the example of his life and the 
extraordinary richness of his teaching. One can also come to appreciate the human wisdom 
and pastoral intensity which guided him in his long years of ministry, especially in providing 
organized assistance to the Jewish people. 
 
Thanks to the vast quantity of documented material which you have gathered, supported by 
many authoritative testimonies, your symposium offers to the public forum the possibility of 
knowing more fully what Pius XII achieved for the Jews persecuted by the Nazi and fascist 
regimes. One understands, then, that wherever possible he spared no effort in intervening in 
their favour either directly or through instructions given to other individuals or to institutions 
of the Catholic Church. In the proceedings of your convention you have also drawn attention 
to his many interventions, made secretly and silently, precisely because, given the concrete 
situation of that difficult historical moment, only in this way was it possible to avoid the worst 
and save the greatest number of Jews. This courageous and paternal dedication was 
recognized and appreciated during and after the terrible world conflict by Jewish 
communities and individuals who showed their gratitude for what the Pope had done for 
them. One need only recall Pius XII's meeting on the 29th of November 1945 with eighty 
delegates of German concentration camps who during a special Audience granted to them 
at the Vatican, wished to thank him personally for his generosity to them during the terrible 
period of Nazi-fascist persecution. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you for your visit and for the research you have undertaken. 
Thanks also to the Pave the Way Foundation for its ongoing activity in promoting 
relationships and dialogue between religions, as witnesses of peace, charity and 
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reconciliation. It is my great hope that this year, which marks the fiftieth-anniversary of my 
venerated predecessor's death, will provide the opportunity to promote in-depth studies of 
various aspects of his life and his works in order to come to know the historical truth, 
overcoming every remaining prejudice. With these sentiments I invoke upon you and the 
proceedings of your symposium an abundance of divine blessings. 
 
© Copyright 2008 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
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The Two Sides of Pacelli. Courageous as Pope, Too Cautious as 
Secretary of State  
 
Benedict XVI praises Pius XII for helping the Jews during the war. But "La 
Civiltà Cattolica" criticizes his actions as cardinal, when he reacted feebly to the 
racial laws. Here is the article from the journal, published with the imprimatur 
of the Vatican authorities  
 
by Sandro Magister  
chiesa  
http://chiesa.espresso.repubblica.it/articolo/206849?eng=y  
 
ROMA, September 23, 2008 – Receiving the representatives of the Jewish 
foundation Pave the Way – in Rome for a symposium on Pius XII – last 
Thursday Benedict XVI expressed a very positive view of the figure and work of 
Pope Eugenio Pacelli, and especially about what he did "to save the Jews 
persecuted by the Nazi and Fascist regimes."  
 
This is the first time that Joseph Ratzinger, as pope, has spoken out so directly 
about his great and controversial predecessor. He will speak about him again 
next October 9, at the Mass that will be celebrated on the 50th anniversary of 
his death.  
 
The address by Benedict XVI made an even greater impact in that his judgment 
of the actions of Pius XII coincides with the relatively positive views expressed 
by the Jews of the Pave the Way Foundation.  
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Also during these same days, a book has been released in Italy by Andrea 
Riccardi, a professor of Church history and the founder of the Community of St. 
Egidio. His book is also very positive, and documents the actions of Pope Pacelli 
to help the persecuted Jews. The 424-page volume, published by Laterza, is 
entitled "L'inverno più lungo. 1943-44: Pio XII, gli ebrei e i nazisti a Roma [The 
longest winter. 1943-44: Pius XII, the Jews, and the Nazis in Rome]."  
 
 
* * *  
 
But on the same Thursday, September 18, on which Benedict XVI expressed 
himself in such favorable terms about Pius XII, an article was published in "La 
Civiltà Cattolica" that draws Pacelli – secretary of state under Pope Pius XI at 
the time – in more muted tones.  
 
"La Civiltà Cattolica" isn't just any journal. By statute, all of its articles are 
reviewed line by line by the Vatican secretariat of state before they are printed. 
And this supervision has been even more stringent since Cardinal Tarcisio 
Bertone became secretary of state.  
 
It was therefore somewhat startling that the author of the article, the Jesuit 
historian Giovanni Sale, attributed to Pacelli in 1938 – the year of the 
promulgation of the anti-Jewish racial laws in Italy – a diplomatic prudence that 
"today it is embarrassing to defend."  
 
More precisely, this is what Sale says in one passage of his reconstruction:  
 
"It now seems embarrassing for the Catholic historian, especially after the 
openness of Vatican Council II in this matter, to defend this kind of viewpoint 
and manner of proceeding in moral or religious categories."  
 
The article in "La Civiltà Cattolica" does not directly criticize secretary of state 
Pacelli. But it demonstrates how the caution of Vatican diplomats at the time, in 
reacting to the racial laws, not only exposed itself to legitimate criticisms, but 
didn't even produce the hoped-for results.  
 
On the other hand, the article highlights Pius XI's desire to defend the Jews 
more energetically and condemn the racial laws more drastically. Pius XI, 
nonetheless, found himself muzzled twice over. His most incisive words and 
writings never saw the light of day, both because of the censorship of the 
Fascist regime, which banned the Italian Catholic press from publishing the 
pope's speeches against racism, and because of the caution of the secretariat of 
state, which prevented "L'Osservatore Romano" itself – the newspaper of the 
Holy See – from printing any papal texts that were believed to be too 
imprudent.  
 
As proof of this, Sale has gathered numerous documents from the Vatican 
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archives and from those of "La Civiltà Cattolica." For example, from an 
unpublished memoir by Monsignor Domenico Tardini, at the time a close 
collaborator of secretary of state Pacelli, it emerges that Pius XI was extremely 
irritated over the fact that "L'Osservatore Romano" did not publish, on 
November 15, 1938, a strongly worded protest that he had written against the 
racial laws, addressed to the king of Italy, Vittorio Emanuele III, together with 
the reply from the king. Instead of these two documents, there was only a 
listless article that said little or nothing. A few days later, the pope also failed to 
have published in "L'Osservatore" a text that he had dictated seeking to revive 
the essence of his protest. In both cases, it was Pacelli who blocked the printing 
of the papal tetxs in the newspaper of the Holy See.  
 
Sale will recount these and other actions on the part of Vatican authorities at 
the time in other articles scheduled for publication in "La Civiltà Cattolica," for 
the 70th anniversary of the anti-Jewish laws of 1938.  
 
But here are the principal passages of the article published in the latest issue of 
the authoritative journal, dated September 20, 2008:  
 
 
The first anti-Jewish measures, and the Declaration of the Fascist Grand Council 
 
 
by Giovanni Sale S.I.  
 
 
[...] It is sometimes said that the anti-Jewish legislation adopted in Italy 
beginning in September of 1938 was, in comparison with that in force in other 
totalitarian countries, more mild and perhaps more humane. This is a myth that 
must be debunked. On the contrary, some of the measures enacted by the 
Fascist government were even more severe and persecutory than the ones in 
effect in Nazi Germany: for example, Germany did not have a law on the 
generalized expulsion of Jewish foreigners; moreover, the wholesale expulsion 
of Jewish students from the public schools was enacted by the government in 
Berlin two months after it came into effect in Italy, and it was put into effect 
gradually. [...]  
 
The anti-Semitic legislation, especially regarding schools, was received by the 
majority of Italians, especially by the Catholics, with great regret and 
sometimes with anger; many letters were sent to the Vatican by private 
individuals or by groups and associations (including non-Jewish associations), 
calling upon Church authorities, and upon the pope in particular, to intervene 
with the Duce in defense of the "beleaguered Jews." [...]  
 
The day after the adoption of the decree-law on the schools, September 6, 
1938, Pius XI delivered a memorable address against racism and anti-
Semitism: it was the first time that this had been done in such an explicit and 
direct manner. Unfortunately, it was not released in Italy – in fact, on August 5, 
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minister Alfieri had instructed the prefects to prevent the pope's statements 
against racism from being published in Catholic journals and newspapers – and 
this tremendously favored the racist cause and gave the impression that the 
pope, for political reasons, was not taking a position on such a grave matter. 
Many Catholic intellectuals, including Dossetti, learned about this by reading 
Catholic journals from outside of Italy.  
 
The famous address was delivered in Castel Gandolfo, where the pope had been 
staying for some time, before a group of Belgian pilgrims, many of whom 
worked in the media. The complete text, published by "Documentation 
Catholique," was transcribed by a member of the group while the pope was 
speaking. The Vatican newspaper, "L'Osservatore Romano," published the text 
but removed the part concerning the Jews, while the "current events" section of 
"La Civiltà Cattolica" didn't even mention it. The pope's words are reported by 
the Belgian Catholic journal in a rather lively manner: "At this point, the pope 
was unable to contain his emotion . . . and, weeping, he cited the passages 
from Paul that demonstrate our spiritual descent from Abraham [...] Anti-
Semitism is incompatible with the sublime thought and the reality evoked in 
this text. Anti-Semitism is a hateful movement, with which we Christians should 
have nothing at all to do [...] It is not permissible for Christians to participate in 
anti-Semitism. We recognize that everyone has the right to self-defense, and 
can take the necessary action to safeguard his legitimate interests. But anti-
Semitism is inadmissible. Spiritually, we are all Semites." The pope's words 
condemning anti-Semitism, spoken in an emotional voice, were strong and 
clear.  
 
The secretariat of state took a rather prudent approach to this matter, thinking 
that in this way it could obtain some sort of concrete benefit for the Jews, 
especially for the ones who had converted to Catholicism. Fr. Pietro Tacchi 
Venturi, the pope's emissary to Mussolini, was charged with handling the 
delicate matter of the Jews with the governing authorities. A note from the 
secretariat of state dated September 8, 1938, suggested that the Jesuit draw 
the attention of the authorities to the Jews who had converted to Catholicism 
and had been baptized: "Would it not be fair," asked the writer, "that, 
independently of their origin, Jewish converts who have entered mixed 
marriages in keeping with canon law [...] should be considered Catholics, and 
not Jews always and no matter what, simply because their parents were 
Jewish?" In other words, they were asking the Fascist government to make its 
criterion of discrimination not biological-racial, but religious, meaning 
membership in a particular religious faith, in this case Judaism.  
 
It now appears embarrassing for the Catholic historian, especially after the 
openness of Vatican Council II in this matter, to defend this kind of viewpoint 
and manner of proceeding in moral or religious categories. But the task of the 
historian is to reconstruct, as much as objectively possible, the historical 
narrative, seeking to understand the mentality and culture of the subject in 
question, without ideological bias. According to the Catholic culture of the time, 
although not everyone agreed with this principle, it seemed that the Church's 
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duty was to protect its own faithful first of all, but without neglecting the sense 
of justice and charity due to all human beings.  
 
In the light of this principle, one can better understand the later interventions 
by Church authorities in this matter. Fr. Tacchi Venturi's efforts on behalf of the 
Jews did not achieve much success, in part because Mussolini was strongly 
determined to carry forward his racial policy, and he did not want to be in 
second place in this after his German ally. In an audience on September 9, 
before the first anti-Jewish decree-laws, the pope explicitly told the Jesuit to 
send Mussolini the following message: "As an Italian, the pope is truly 
saddened to see an entire history of Italian good sense forgotten, in order to 
open the door or the window to a wave of German anti-Semitism." Two days 
before this, on September 7, Fr. Tacchi Venturi had told the Duce that "because 
of news and information that, unfortunately, is reliable, the Holy Father is very 
concerned that this aspect or appearance of anti-Semitism attributed to the 
measures taken in Italy against the Jews could provoke the Jews and the entire 
world to retaliations that may not be insignificant to Italy." [...]  
 
 
* * *  
 
The fact remains that, beginning with the publication of the "Race manifesto," 
relations between the Italian government and the Holy See – or better, 
between Mussolini and Pius XI – gradually deteriorated, so much so that the 
Duce said in private that the pope was a disaster for Italy and for the Church. 
For its part, the international press made an exaggerated caricature out of this 
antagonism, to the point of speculating that the pope might leave the Eternal 
City and Italy: "Following the recent conflict of ideas," the nuncio to Paris, V. 
Valeri, wrote to the secretariat of state, "that has manifested itself between the 
authorities of the Italian Fascist regime and the Holy See concerning racism, 
certain French press outlets, which have followed the episode widely and up 
close, have gone to the point of forecasting nothing less than the future 
possibility of an exile of the papacy from Rome, and, even more frequently, the 
election of a non-Italian pope." This fact, which was also reported by the 
Parisian Catholic newspaper "La Croix," demonstrates the seriousness of the 
conflict between the Fascist government and the Holy See because of the racial 
question and the anti-Jewish legislation universally condemned by Catholics.  
 
But for reasons of prudence, the Holy See organized its attack against the new 
discriminatory legislation not by making reference to motivations of a rational 
character, founded on natural law – like, for example, the right of all men not to 
be discriminated against for reasons of race or religion, in the same way in 
which Pius XI had done on various occasions – but by resorting to its own legal 
firepower, in particular canon law and the Concordat of 1929, in order to defend 
first of all the rights of Jewish Catholics, without pre-judging those of the 
others. What was gained by following this approach?  
 
Very little, although the Holy See hoped to obtain much more. Through the 
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